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“For The Buckeye Fan Who Needs To Know More”

Searching For A

TERRY GlLLIAM
DARIK DAY — Ohio State director of athletics Andy Geiger meots
with the media Lo announce the firing of men's basketball coach
Jim O'Brien June 8. Geiger called it one of the hardest things he
ever had to do but felt he was left with no choice after 0'Brien

admitted giving money to recruit Aleksandar Radojevie,

--ANnd Answers

Plenty 1o Sort Out After Coach’s Dismissal

By MARK REA
Buckoeye Sports Bulletin Managing Editor

Ohio State athletic director Andy
Geiger fired men's basketball coach Jim
O'Brien on June 8 and elevated assistant
conch Rick Boyages to interim head coach
that same day

Since that time, plenty of names have
surfaced as possible successors to
O'Brien, but Geiger has been precty tight-
lipped on his search,

Ir fact, as BSB went to press, names
seamed to come and go like patrons in a
downtown department store revolving
daor

With the arrival of the three-day
Fourth of July noliday, the search
appeared to have settled on four men:
Vanderbilt head coach Kevin Stallings,
Rice head coach Willis Wilson, Penn nead
coach Fran Dunphy and former Los
Angeles Lakers assistant Jim Cleamons,

Contacted July 6, Geiger declined to
get into specifics about the search.

"Right now, I'm not reading the
papers,” he told BSB, "I'm not listening to
the radio talk shows and I'm not watch-
ing the 'V sports shows, a0 I really don't
know who the candidates are that all of

By JEFF RAPP
Bucheye Sports Bulletin Stafl Writer

In the weeke subsequent to a losing men's hns-
ketball season at Ohio State, followers of the
Buckeyes frofled over names such as Tony
Stuckman and J.J. Sullinger — transfers who
would need to improve their performances in
2004-006 — and Malils Hairston, the top-10 recruit
who congidered OSU for months before opting for
Oregon,

Cn June 8, 2004, a dark day to be sure in the
annales of the program, director of athletics Andy
Guiger dropped a bombshell with the fiving of
head conch Jim O'Brion, bringing a flood of new
names to the lips of fans

The principals in guestion who eventually
cuused the ouster of OSU's once seemingly irre-
proachable seven-year coach include the follow-
ing:

¢ Former OSU signee Aleksandar Radoevic,

Boban
Savovie

Alelksandar
Radojevic

who aceepted more than $6,000 from O'Brien in
November 1998 and never played for the
Buckeyes.

* Slobodan “Boban” Savovie, a four-year starter
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Coach ...

Geiger & Co. Taking Their Time
Finding Successor To O’Brien

you are talking about,

“1 wili say that we are moving along
well with the search and moving toward a
eouclusion by mid-July"

Before focusing on Stallings, Wilson,
Dunphy and Cleamons, the search
appeared to be a scattershot attempt to
lure some of the bigger names in the
conching community,

Earlier in the process, Texas Toch head
coach Bob Knight and former NBA head!
conch George Karl actively pursued the
Jjob through several media outlects

Fast-rising stars such as Thad Matta
of Xavier and Tom Crean of Marquette

were also mentioned, but Matta réjecter
a chance to Le interviewed, telling The
{Cincinnati) Engquirer. “I'm not a candi
date. It's that plam and it's that simple

Meanwhile, Geiger reportedly never con-
tacted Marquette for permnission o tall
with Crean, Even so, Crean released a
statement thal said, “I have not made
myself a candidate for another apportuni.
ty and am happy at Marquetce.”

Geiger did reportedly ask permission
to talkk with Rutgers head roach Gary
Waters but was demied by BU athlotic
director Bob Muleahy. One dayv later,

Continued On Page 6

Continued On Page 8

In This issue Of B5B

Whoever said summer was a
downtime in the field of collegiate
athletics obviously never set foot
in Columbus,

This past month, as you might
have guessed, we have been very
busy covering men's basketball
coach Jim O'Brien's dismissal
and the ensuing search for his
replacement,

In addition to the two cover
stories, we have much more on
the firing inside. There, we have
a timeline of events of U'Brien’s
tenure at OSU (Page 9); a story on
the deposition given by Kathleen
Salyers as part of her lawsuit |
against Dan and Kim Roslovic
(Pages 1011); and
reaction on O'Brien's firing from
his former plavers (Page 12).

And we haven't even touched
on recruiting yet. On Pages 14-21,
we have the latest news on the
recent OSU football camp, n new
verbal commitment and much,
much more.
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Cleamons Has Ohio
Ties Going For Him

Continued From Page 1

Waters told The (Newark, N.J.) Star-
Ledger, “I'm very content at Rutgers. 1
haven't given any consideration to any
other job."

Ironically, Boyages was named
interim coach but did not appear to be
under consideration to replace O'Brien
even though he made it clear he want-
ed the job,

When asked if Boyages would
receive an interview, Geiger told BSB,
“I don't know. 1 don't comment on spe-
cific candidates or specific interviews."

There seemed to be no consensus
pick among Ohio State fans A poll
offered by BSB's website,
BuckeyeSports.com, gave Cleamons a
slight percentage edge over Stallings,

The fact that Cleamons is the only
one of the four with any kind of ties to
(Ohio is a major factor.

“I've had a chance to talk to some of
my ex-teammates, and their big thing
is they would love to have somebody
who has some ties to Ohio State,” for-
mer OSU star and current radio ana-
lyst Ronnie Stokes said. "With that
said, vou think of Jim Cleamons, you
think of Bob Knight -— but which one is
the best candidate?

“I'm not on the search committes,
I'm not part of that, so I'm going to be
like yoti guys. I'm going to sit back and
contemplate who's the best guy. I think
based on what my teammates are say-
ing T would love to have someone that
has an Ohio State tie.”

Just before BSB went to press the
morning of July 6, another name was
being discussed —— Duke assistant
coach Johnny Dawkins, who reportedly
told several sources that he had inter-
est in the Ohio State job

But at the same time, Duke head
conch Mike Krzyzewski was mulling
over a multimillion-dollar offer to
conch the NBA's Los Angeles Lakers,
and Dawkins would have been consid-
ered one of his possible successors.
Krzyeewski said July 5 that he would
remain with Dulke, and it was a popu-
lar assumption — at least at Duke —
that Dawkins would astay on staff,

Still,  published reports had
Dawkins possibly being interviewed by
Geiger, leaving the option open that he
wag a viable candidate.

Nevertheless, the search appeared
centersd around the aforementioned
four candidates. Cleamons and Wilson

reportedly interviewed with Geiger on
June 29 with Stallings and Dunphy
reportedly meeting with the OSU AD
the following day.

Here are thumbnail sketches of the
four candidates widely reported to
have interviewed for the position.

* The timing could be right for
Stallings, who — as many had forgot-
ten until the search began — was the
other finalist for the OSU job when

O'Brien was
hired. Seven
years later, he

has left Ilinois
State and has
done a good job
at Vanderhilt, a
school not exact-
ly associated

with the elite
powers in college
basketball,
In fact,
Stallings' team Kevin Stallings

was one of the

nation's most pleasant surprises in
2003-04 when it made it all the way to
the Sweet 16 of the NCAA
Tournament,

Stallings, 44, has been at Vanderbilt
since 1999, but rumblings out of
Mashville have indicated he may be
ready for a change of scenery, especial-
ly after the school's athletic depart-
ment was disbanded last year and fold-
ed into the Office of Students,
Recreation and Wellness,

Nevertheless, university officials —
including former Ohio State and cur-
rent Vanderbilt president E. Gordon
Gee — are beginning to feel the sting of
eriticism about a perceived fading of
the Commodores’ athletic programs,

As a result, Vanderbilt appears to be
making a conscious effort to retain its
coaching talent, Shortly after the end
of the College World Series, Auburn
made a serious pitch for Vandy base-
ball coach Tim Corbin, offering him the
luster of the Tigers' program along
with facilities and a reeruiting base
above and beyond what the
Commodores could offer. But after uni-
versity officials offered a contract
extension and several promises to
upgrade baseball facilities, Corbin
stayed with Vanderbilt.

Those close to the situation expect
Vanderbilt may do the same with
Stallings. One source told BSB, "If they
offered Corbin the moon to stay, they'll
offer Stallings the sun and the moon.”
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Indeed, shortly after Stallings' name
surfaced in the OSU coaching search,
David Williams, the vice chancellor for
student life and university affairs at
Vanderbilt and a former administrator
at Ohio State, told a Nashville reporter
for The Tennessean; "I told Andy he
could interview Stallings but that
we're going to keep him."

A graduate of Purdue, Stallings
began his coaching career with the
Boilermakers as a member of Gene
Keady's staff from 1983-88, He also
spent five season as an assistant for
Roy Williams at Kansas before taking
over the program at [llinois State in
1893, In six semasons with the
Cardinals, he was 123-63,

Since taking over the Commodores,
Stallings has compiled a record of 85-
69, which included a 23-10 mark last
season,

* Wilson, 44, is perhaps the most
unsung of the possibilities. He has
been coaching at hig alma mater of
Rice for 12 seasons, long enough to
become the winningest coach in school
history with 169 victories.

Still, his 12-
year record with

the Owls s
below 500 at
169-175, but

Wilson has guid-
ed his team to a
41-21 mark over
the past two sea-
sons. That
mncludes last
year's 21-11
record and &
berth in the NIT.

Wilson, who
was once named college basketball’s
“best dressed coach,” worked as an
assistant on Mike Montgomery's stafl
at Stanford in 1991 and "92. Of course,
during the time that Geiger was ath-
letic director at Stanford from 1979-90,
he hired the little-known Montgomery
away from Montana in 1986,

Stanford was 38-24 during Wilson's
two seasons in Palo Alto.

Prior to becoming head coach at
Rice, Wilson spent a pair of seasons us
an assistant coach at the university
and was also the head basketball coach
at Strake Jesuit College Prep High
Sehool in Houston,

¢ Dunphy, 56,
has spent the
last 14 seasons
at Penn, compil-
ing a record of
270-145. He has
more wing than
any other coach
at the school, is
the second win-
ningest coach in
Ivy League his-
tory, and has
guided the
Quakers to four
league championships in the past six
BRSNS,

A graduate of La Salle University,
Dunphy began his coaching career as a
member of Dan Dougherty's staff at
West Point. After three seasons, he
became head coach at his high school
alma mater, Malvern Preparatory
School near Philadelphia, and
remained there for four seasons before
becoming an assistant at his college
alma mater of La Salle.

In 1981, Dunphy joined former OSU
head coach Gary Williams' staff at
American University. Four years later,

Willis ilsnn

he went back to La Salle and was an
assistant on Speedy Morris' staff. He
took over the Penn program in 1988
after serving one year with the Red
and Blue as an assistant coach under
Tom Schneider

In addition to holding a marketing
degree from La Salle, Dunphy also has
a master's degree in counseling and
human relations from Villanova and
has completed course work toward his
doctorate in counseling and student
development at American,

* Cleamons, 54, has been an NBA
coach since 1989, serving mostly as an
assistant on Phil Jackson's staffs that
have won multi-
ple NBA champi-
onships in
Chicago and Los
Angeles,

He does have
head coaching
experience, both
at the pro and
college  levels,
although neither
of his two stints
produced much
in the way of
BUCCASS.

Cleamons got his first taste of head
coaching experience at Youngstown
State in 1987 and 1988. His two.year
record with the Penguins was just 12-
44,

Nearly a decade later, Cleamons got
his first shot in the NBA as head coach
when the Dallas Mavericks hired him
in 1997, He compiled a record of 24-58
and was fired just 16 games into the
109788 season after the Mavs gotl off
to n 4-12 start,

He had one other brief stint as head
coach, piloting the Chicago Condors of
the women's American Basketball
League, going 4-8 before the league
folded early in the 1998-99 season,
Cleamons also worked as an assistant
coach for Furman and Ohio State
before he got his own program at YSU.

Most of Cleamons’ work on
Jackson's staffs with the Bulls and
Lakers has been coaching the guards,
and one could argue that he has
coached two of the best guards in the
history of the league in Michael Jordan
and Kobe Bryant

Nicknamed “The Couagar" for his
catlike quickness, Cleamons graduated
from Ohio State in 1971, During his
career with the Buckeyes, he averaged
18.5 points and 7.3 rebounds per game,
He was the first-round draft choice of
the Lakers in 1971 — the 13th pick
overall — and got his firet champi-
onship ring as a member of the 1972
Lakers.

His best professional season was
1975-76 with the Cleveland Cavaliers
when he averaged 12.2 points, 5.2
assists and 4.3 rebounds and was
named to the NBA All-Defense Second
Team, During his nine-year pro career,
Cleamons averaged 8.3 points and 3.8
Asslsta.

Cleamons was born 1n  North
Carolina, but his family moved to
Columbus when he was a child and he
graduated from Linden McKinley High
Sehool.

Jim Cleamons

Stumping For Support

For two weeks after O'Brien's dis-
missal, the search centered around the
G3-year-old Knight returning to his
alma mater and the Big Ten,

However, after several sources indi-
cated that OSU was close to signing
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Inight, Geiger let it be kknown through
intermediaries that the university was
“not interested in hiring Knight.”

BSB learned from two separate
sourced that Geiger was reportedly ini-
tially receptive to the idea of Knight
returning to his alma mater to coach
but was told “to find additional candi-
dates." The sources did not say who told
Geiger to find additional candidates,
but speculation centered upon OSU
president Karen Holbrook,

Holbrook reportedly was not reject-
ing Knight out of hand but wanted the
search for a new coach to invelve sever-
al interviews of different candidates

Knght reportedly agreed to be inter-
viewed but did not want to keep Texas
Tech waiting throughout a lengthy hir-
ing process, Knight, whose career was
rescued by Tech after he was fired at
Indiana, had a three-year contract
extension on his desk in Lubbock wait-
ing to be signed

In addition, he had several big-name
08U donors and ex-athletea campaign-
ing for him, Those making phone calls
and attempting to twist influential
arms reportedly included Columbus
Blue Jackets majority owner John
McConneli and ex-Buckeyes Jerry
Lucas, John Havlicek and Jack
Nicklaus

MNeither Geiger nor Holbrook ever
commented directly on the Knight situ-
ation, although published reports later
had Geiger saving he would never have
considered Kmght because of the
coach's past behavioral problems. He
also was later quoted as saying
Helbrook had nothing to do with the
gonrch process

In 38 seasons at Army, Indiana and
Texas Tech, Knight has 832 viclories
Former North Carolina head coach
Dean Smith holds the NCAA record for
most wing with 879

Karl, 53, war an intriguing possibil-
ty because he has no ties to Ohio State
and has spent his entire coaching
career in the NBA, He does, however,
have oxperience as the head coach of
Usa Basketball's 2002 World
Championship Team that competed in
bhe FIBA World Basletball
Championships in Indianapolis that
year

Karl 18 one of only a handful of NBA
coachies to win at least 700 games in his
career and bhe s done so with
Cleveland, Golden State, Seattle and
Milwaulkee, He algo has coached in the
CBA and overseas in Spain. Most of his
teams have earned the reputation of
being overachievers

He hae 16 seasons in the NBA as a
head conch and a 708-499 record to
show for them. Karl was replaced at
Milwaukee following the 2002-03 sea-
son after his Bucks compiled a 42-40
record and lost in the first round of the
playoffs, He spent the 2003-04 scason
out of coaching and as an analyst for
ESPN,

Karl's candidacy was apparently
derailed because of his lack of experi-
ence on the college level, In fact, he
reportedly never received an interview.
He was seen in Columbus in mid-June
but was reportedly in town to mect
with his agent.

Boyages, 42, was reportedly seen by
the search committee only as a fall-
back candidate,

He has head coaching experience at
William & Mary and the support of the
team, and he would be considered a
safe candidate since it appears he had
no knowledge of the program infrac-

Originally Published: July 2004

tions which have been alleged to have
oceurred under O'Brien,

In three seasons at W&M, Boyages
compiled a record of 35.62 with a 21-31
mark in the Colonial Conference, He
won 11 games in his first season, the
maost by a first-year coach at the school
since 1983,

Boyages began his Division I coach-
ing career at Boston College with
O'Brien in 1991, He went to the Eagles'
staff from Bates College, where he had
been head coach for four years, When
named head conch at Bates in 1987, the
then 24-year-old Boyages was the
youngest collegiate head coach in the
country.

Other names that surfaced during
the monthlong search included North
Carolina  State head coach Herb
Saendele, former coach at Miami (Ohio),
and Alabama head coach Mark
Gottfried, who is an Ohio native.

5t. Joseph's head coach Phil Martelli
also was mentioned, but he denied hav-
ing any interest in the position, In fact,
he was in Germany conducting a bas-
ketball clinic during the time most of
the candidates were being interviewed.

Who's Doing The Searching?

The identities of search committee
members also has been a source of
debate among those following the
search,

Geiger has declined to mention any-
one on the committee, although conjec-
ture has mentioned such names as
OSU board of trustees chair Tami
Longaberger and former Ohio State
basketball stars Bill Hosket and Clark
Kellogg, Current team captain Terence
Dials confirmed to BSB that he was on
the committee, which met with Geiger
periodically during the quest for a new
coach

“1 have had open discussions with
the committee,”" Geiger said, "and will
continue to do so throughout the
proceass.”

The last time Geiger {aced o similar
situation was in January 2001 when he
fired John Cooper as head football
coach. Sixteen days later, he announced
Youngstown State head coach Jim
Tressel as Cooper's successor,

At that time, the search committee
was largely known, It consisted of three
faculty members, then associate athlet-
ic director Archie Griffin, the then chair
of the university's board of trustees, one
former player and two active ones,

It is not known if any faculty mem
bers or other athletic department offi-
cials are involved in the search commit-
tee this time,

Whoever ultimately receives the job
could be in line for a financial windfall,
According to universily records, when
he was dismissed, O'Brien was the
highest paid coach at Ohio State with
an annual salary of more than $1.16
million.

Tressel is close behind at $1.11 mil-
lion, but it is a precipitous drop te
women's basketball eonch Jim Foster
at $547,940,

Seconds After The
New Coach Is Named,
We'll Have It On
BuckeyeSports.com
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Hoopfest

The Hoop Hysterla Is the new premiere 3-on-3 basketball
tournament In Columbus. This summer, it's at the
Buckeye Hall of Fame Cafe, July 17th and 18th, Featuring free
throw competition, kids clinic, 3-point shoot out,
slam dunk contest, Michael Redd appearance, give-a-ways,
activities,and much more...this will be the “The Place To Be"
In Columbus this summer.Please call Ohlo Sports Plus at

781-1533 for registration and more Information,

Brought to you by:

SF’DHTS PLU.

Sponsored By:
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for the Buckeyes until 2002, when he was
named most outstanding player of the Big
Ten tournament,

¢ Former OSU assistant coach Paul
Biancardi, now the head coach at Wright
State, As O'Brien's chief recruiter in six
seasons at OSU, Biancardi was responsi-
ble for opening the pipeline to Serbian
playere Savovie, Radojevic and Cobe
Ocololjic.

* Former Gahanna, Ohio, resident
Kathleen Salyers, who claims to have pro-
vided howsing, care, meals, phone calls
and wads of spending money for Savovic,
As a plaintiff in a lawsuit, Salyers also
alleges she was owed more than $510,000
by a Columbus couple for taking in Savovie
and makes allegations of illegal payments,
academic fraud and knowledge of the
arrangement by Biancardi and O'Brien,

* Dan and Kim Roslovie, who housed
Savovie for o few wecks before asking
Salyers to take him in and who now are
being sued by Salyers, their former house-
keeper They claim she has falsified the
facts and cannot produce any evidence of
her claims. Kum Koslovie allegedly had an
affair with Savovie and is now divorced
from Dan Roslovic,

* A multitude of ewrrent and former
head coaches who have since been linked
to Ohio State's coaching search, including
names such as Bob Knight, Jim Cleamons,
Thad Matta, George Karl, Tom Crean and
Kevin Stallings,

* OST) aseociate head coach Rick
Boyages, the former head coach at William
& Mary and current interim coach,

Gager put the program in the national
spotlight the afternoon of June B at the
Schottenstein Center interview room
when he began a hastily called press con-
ference with the statement, "Jim O'Brien,
head coach of men's basketball at Ohio
State since 1997-98, has been terminated
for cause, effective immediately.”

He immediately named Boyages inter-
im heod coach “until a search for a new
conch is completed” and added that the
current assistants would remain in their
pocitions in the interim, Each of them was
free to pursue the head coaching job.

Bovages, who assured Geiger he knew
nothang of the allegations’ invelving
Savewvie and Radojevie, more or less did
that ai the same lectern the following day.
He professed n love of Ohio State and great
interest in the job while admitting that the
dismissal of his good friend was difficult,

Ohin State president Karen Holbrook
approved O'Brien's firing and released a
public statement instead of attending the
press conference

"A serious violation of NCAA bylaws by
someone in whom the university has
placed great trust and responsibility sim-
ply carnot be tolerated,” Holbrook said.
“Sinee being presented with the pertinent
facts, the director of athletica, Andy
Geiger, has octed appropriately and expe-
ditiously,

“It 15 of paramount importance that
Ohio State maintain its core values of aca-
demic excellence and ethical conduct.”

Dealing With Disaster

Geiger met with O'Brien the morning of
the announcement and gave him the
opportunity to resign. The coach declined.

When asked to describe O'Brien's reac-
tion, Geiger said, “He was upset.”

Geiger snid O'Brien informed him of
the lawsuit in August 2003 soon after it
wing filed in Franklin County Common
Pleas Court. The AD said at the announce-
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Repercussions Won't Be Known For Some Time

ment that O'Brien first told him about the
Radojevic incident on April 24 at a
pregame luncheon for the football team's
spring game.

OSU assistant LaMonta Stone told
BSB that O'Brien informed his staff of the
case and its possible repercussions on the
following day. He said O'Brien offered to
step down at the time, but Geiger did not
accept the head coach's resignation,

08U reported the payment to the
NCAA on May 18, which triggered a major
mvestigation.

“Since that self-report, we have been
working jointly with the NCAA and legal
counsel on a complete and thorough inves-
tigation into the issues raised by the law-
suit and any other issues with respect to
our men's basletball program that may
arise in the course of that investigation,”
Geiger said,

O'Brien also offered to resign at the
time of the report. When asked what
changed from the unversity’s standpoint
between then and June 8, Geiger sad, "1
can't explain why, You'd have to ask Jim,”

When asked July 5 about the NCAA
investigation, Geigor told BSB, “It is ongo-
ing. It appears that it's going to be a very
lengthy and difficult process. I couldn't
begin to give you any timetable.”

Attorney Jaffrey K. Lucas, who is rep-
resenting Salyers, held a controlled press
conference at his northern Columbus office
June 15, a week after the firing. Salyers
did not attend, but Lucas seid his client
filed the suit only as a last resort and after
repeated attempts to approach the
Roslovies privately about the money owed,

Lucas and Salyers met with university
officials nnd NCAA investigators at Ohio
State on June 22, Afterward, Lucas told
BSB, *We have only mentioned Coach
O'Brien in good terma. We have respect for
Coach O'Brien and feel badly for him."

Lucas confirmed that the trial in his
client's case against the Roslovics is set to
begin Aug. 26. A recent report, however,
claims that he is trying to delay the trial
geveral months.

Geiger indicated to BSB that he
believes the NCAA investigation cannot
proceed expeditiously while the trial is
ongoing

O'Brien, who has claimed through his
lawyer, Pittsburgh-based C. James
Zeszutek, that he never met Salyers,
reportedly has not yet met with NCAA
investigators even though original reports
claimed he also would do so June 22.

O'Brien, however, did not dispute that
he helped Radojevie, saying in a state-
ment, “1 am advised that my firing is
because [ was asked to and tried to give
asgistance to a young man's family who
was in dire financial straits, The assis-
tance in no way influenced the young man
in his decigion to attend OSU and, indeed,
the young man did not enroll at OSU,

"My lawyers have asked to meet with
O8U administrators and their counsel to
explain the details of what oceurred, but
08U unfortunately refused to do so.”

Zeszutek said he and O'Brien have not
ruled out taking legal action agninst the
achool and that they do not believe O'Brien
has committed an NCAA violation,

O'Brien was contacted by BSB but
would not comment on his firing, the law-
suit or his next move,

Geiger was vague about whether the
money was O'Brien's or came from anoth-
er source,

“My understanding is it was not the
school’s (money),” Geiger said,

Zeszutek said O'Brien wrote a check
from his personal account and sent it to

aid Radojevic's family, He added that the
coach considered the payment to be a loan,
although it was not repaid.

Radojevic was unable to return o his
war-torn homeland after his father died in
September 1998, His mother was report-
edly unable to work because of a disability
and was caring for Radojevic's three
younger siblings.

Radojevic was declared ineligible for
Division I play, eausing him to declare for
the NBA draft in May 1999, He was the
12th pick by Toronto but played very spar-
ingly for the Raptors, Denver Nuggets and
Milwaukee Bucks before being cut in 2001,

Savovic is back in Ohio and engaged to
be married after playing for a professional
team in France this past season, He has
refused comment.

Violations Stun Geiger

During the news conference to
announce O'Brien's dismissal, Geiger
repeatedly made mention of Salyers' suit
against the Roslovics but also made it
clear the reason he felt compelled to fire
O'Brien was becauso of the money that
was paid to Radojevic. He said last sea-
son's 14-16 mark, which kept OSU out of
the postseason for the first time sinee
O'Brien's initial campaign of 1997-98, was
not a factor.

“I am troubled that a rule was admit-
tedly violated and it took us five years to
find out about it," said Geiger, who claimed
at times the last two seasons that he
talked a distraught O'Brien out of resigna-
tion when he endured health problems or
the Buckeyes struggled.

Ever an admirer of O'Brien's coaching
ability and professionalism, Geiger said he
was stunned when he found out about
what he called serious violations in the
basketball program, He declined to delve
into his personal feelings at the press con-
ference, saying it would be too emotional
for him,

Also now sullied by the fiasco is
Radojevic, which once was a name that
induced excitement for the followers of the
Buckeyes, A Serbian silo at 7-3, Radojevie
gave a verbal commitment at a juncture
when the Buckeyes were turning their for-
tunes around behind Scoonie Penn,
Michael Redd and O'Brien.

When reports swirled that Radojevic
wouldn't sign with Ohio State as promised
in November 1898, O'Brien blasted
Radojevic's Barton County (Kan,) JUCO
coach, Ryan Cross, and accused him of try-
ing to sabotage the deal. When Cross was
quoted as saying, "This was probably the
most unprofessional recruiting job I've
ever been a part of,” O'Brien spent the first
several minutes of a press conference fol-
lowing the 1998-99 opener that inaugurat-
ed Value City Arena showing his displea-
sure with those comments,

“I've beon doing this for almost 26
years," O'Brien said with assistants
Boyages, Biancardi and Dave Spiller
aligned in the back of the interview room
a8 a show of solidarity. "And in those 25
years that I've boen doing this, that is the
firat time that anybody has ever accused
me or anybody on my stafl as being unpro-
fessional. ... T take major exception to the
reference.” [

In another of fate's ironic twists,
O'Brien ostensibly now operates with a
marked-for-life record.

After leaving his alma mater, Boston
College, in 1987, O'Brien produced a 133-
B8 record at OSU. He took over a team dec-
imated with off-the-court difficulty,
injuries and turnover at the end of Randy
Ayers’ reign but turned the downtrodden

Buckeyes into a serappy, competitive lot in
199798, Still, Ohio State endured an 8.22
record that ineluded a 1-15 mark in Big
Ten play. '

What followed, after a change of venue
from St, John Arena to Value City Arena
and an infusion of gritty new players such
as Penn and Savovic, was one of the most
amazing turnarounds in college basketball
histary. .

The Buckeyes tied the school record for
wins and advanced to the Final Four in
1999 before losing to eventual NCAA
champion Connecticut, OSU alse won
league titles in 2000 and 2002 under
O'Brien, who twice was named Big Ten
coach of the year.

Now it is hard to imagine the Buckeyes
becoming a winner with the same core
group and the cloud of possible NCAA
sanctions looming.

“We're just trying to find owr own iden-
tity right now,” team captain Terence Dials
said. “Which conch comes in really doesn't
make a difference.”

A majority of the players, however,
huave endorsed Boyages. So have the O5U
assistants,

"Selfishly, that's probably what we're
rooting for," Stone admitted, "but that's
more in the back of our minds. We want
what's best for the kids, We're adults and
we'll make the best of the situation no
matter how it turns out. You just don't
want to see 18-, 19- and 20-year-old Kids
suffer.”

Even without Harston, O'Brien and
staff were receiving praise for a four-man
recruiting class headlined by Ohio "Mr
Basketball” award winner Jamar Butler
and in-state star Matt Terwilliger, Butier
and Terwilliger were on campus with their
parents to enroll for summer clagses the
morning of O'Brien's dismissal,

Butler got the shocking news on his
way back to Lima from assistant coach
Monte Mathis and put out a statement
later that day saying, "At this point in
time | have not made any decision with
regard to my college basketball future.”
After playing in an all-star game with his
buddy Terwilliger, however, Butler told
BSB his commitment was firm, as did
Torwilliger and Jermyl Jackson-Wilson of
Milwaukee.

JUCO star guard Je'Kel Foster was
unavailable for comment and back in his
home state of Migsissippi working to shore
up his academic transfer, but Stone and a
university official both said Foster gave
assurances he would enrol]l at OSU in late
July.

The only veteran member of the team
who admitted looking into a possible
transfer out of the program was forward
Ivan Harris, who was sometimes maligned
as a freshman last season after being
hailed as O'Brien's only MeDonald's All-
American at OSU.

When contacted days after his depar-
ture by BSB, O'Brien 1ssued praise to his
players for their diligence since the end of
the season, including grueling 6 a.m,
workouts. He added that he wanted them
to remain Buckeyos,

“They all should stay,” he tola BSB.
“That's the place for them to be."

But what about O'Brien, who has a 22-
year record of 368-305 at St. Bonaventure,
Boston College and OSU? Will he find a
new place in coaching and could he return
to the world of college basketball?

“I think right now it's time for him to do
n lot of thinking, and that's what he's
doing,” OSU women's basketball coach Jim
Foster, a good friend of O'Brien, told BSB.
“1 think he still considers himself a conch”
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By MARK REA
Huckeye Sports Bulletin Managing Editor

Former Ohio State men's basketball
conch Jum O'Brien was fired ostensibly
because he gave nearly $7,000 to recruit
Aleksandar Radojevic in 1999,

But that exchange — a clear violation
of NCAA regulations — might never have
come to light had it not been for a civil suit
filed by Kathleen Salyers, who says she
housed and provided financial assistance
to former OSU guard Slobodan "Boban”
Suvovie during his playing career with the
Buckeyes,

Salyers said she sheltered, fed and
clothed Savovie, paid for lum to register
for classes at OSU, incurred the player’s
medical and dental expenses and puid for
hig ear insurance as well as long-distance
telephone bills

Salyers' B00-plus-page deposition was
filed May 27 as part of her civil suit that
was filed in August 2003 in Fraoklin
County (Ohio) Common Pleas Court
against Columbus residents Dan and Kim
Roslovie,

Apparently, O'Brien admitted that he
gave money to Radajevic only after he
realized the payment might become public
because of the deposition,

Salyers, who now lives in Cincinnati,
alleges the Roslovies — now divorced —
failed to deliver on a promise to pay her
$1,000 per month plus expenses to allow
Savovie to live with her.,

The Ioslovics have denied there was
any financial arrangement with Salyers
for the care of Savovice,

However, Salyers’ deposition describes
the arrangement in great detail ns well as
dealings with other OSU basketball play-
ers and former assistant coach Paul
Biancardi, now head coach at Wright
State,

Some of the details of Salyers' sworn
deposition include the following:

* Savovic used the telephone calling
card of sports agent Mare Cornstein's
father, and O'Brien was aware of it
Savovie reportedly made long-distance
calls totaling more than $10,000,
Cornstein is a representative for New York
City-hased Pinnacle Management Corp.

* Sports agents were routinely present
ingide the Ohio State locker room at home
games during the 2002 season

* Agents had contact with Savovie in
Salyers’ home during the time he was a
Buckeye from 1999-2002,

* Salvers claims that she wrote papers
for Savovie throughout his time as an Ohio
State student,

* Salyers gave more than $30,000 to
Savovic throughout his collegiate carcer.

* Biancardi knew of the arrangement
between Salyers and the Roslovics and the
agrevinent to pay Salyers $1,000 a month,

+ Biancardi telephoned Salyers to get
her to call OSU professors to change
p_r;:ldos for Savovice in order to keep him eli-
gible,

Biancardi quickly denied the accusa-
tiong in a prepared statement, which read,
“l am disappointed and frustrated over the
situation that has evolved from a lawsuit
in which I am not a party and have had no
involverment,

"Statements, having no basis in truth,
have been used to make decisions affecting
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With Salyers” Lawsuit

the lives of dedicated individuals. These
statements are not supported by facts and
are uncorroborated ”

Kris Dawlay, attorney for Dan Roslovie,
also issued a similar statement.

“The allegations contained in the spuri-
pus lawsuit filed by Dan Roslovie's former
babysitter (Kathy Salyers) will be shown
to be false and completely fabricated,” the
statement read, “Dan never had any
agreement with her to pay her any money
and he looks forward to demonstrating
those facts as the courl case progresses.”

In her lawsuit, Salyers said that
Savovic came to stay with her in July 1998
after Roslovie called and told her the play-
er couldn’t stay with him because he was a
booster who had donated money to the
basketball program.

However, Salyers also swore in her
deposition that Savovic was forced to leave
the Roslovic home after Roslovic caught
his wife and Savovic having sex.

In the deposition, Salyers is quoted as
saying, “Dan told Boban and Kim if they
were going to have an affair, they had to
keep it in the house, not let anyone else
know, And then Dan added that he wanled
to videotape them having sex. Boban left
that night never to return.”

The Radojevic tie-in came when
Salyers said she learned about the money
('Brien is alleged to have given Radojevie
from the recruit himself.

“Alex gave me money (estimated at
between $6,700 and §6,800) to return to
the coach,” Salyers said in the deposition.
“Alex explained to me that Jim O'Brien
asked him how much money did he need.
And he sent it to his parents.”

Salyers also testified that “"after Alex
made it to the NBA, Paul Biancardi called
Alex and said, "Hey, since you're doing OK,
Jim O'Brien wants his money back.'"

That small passage in the voluminous
deposition is the part that triggered the
chain of events that led to O'Brien’s June
B dismissal,

More From The Accuser

Exactly one week after OSU athletic
director Andy Geiger fired O'Brien,
Salyers' Columbus-baged attorney held a
news conference to further tell his client's
side of the story.

Standing in front of a small group of
reporters, attorney Jeffrey K. Lucas reiter-
ated portions of Salyers' testimony that
she gave during her deposition in the civil
case she brought against the Roslovics,

“The lawsuit was filed only after
repeated attempts to settle the dispute
botween the Roslovics did not bear any
fruit,” Lucas said, adding that his client
did not wish to air anyone's dirty laundry
via the lawsuit but had no choice,

“Throughout this controversy, it has
been the intent of Kathleen Salyers to
keep the voyeuristic eyes of the public out
of this employment dispute,” he said, “We
have expressed our intentions to (Ohio
State University) to keep this issue pri-
vate and we have been cooperating with
0SU on issues important to the university.

“We have & great deal of respect for
Coach O'Brien and the Ohio State
University, and we are disappointed that
the university decided to dismiss him last
week prior to the close of any NCAA inves-
tigation."

ASSOCIATED PRESS/RIVALS.COM

NUTS AND BOLTS — Attorney Jeffrey K. Lucas goes over some of the
points in the lawsuit filed by Kathleen Salyers. That suit alleges rule-
breaking by the Ohio State men's basketball program and led to the

firing of Jim O'Brien.

Lucas added, “I also question the tim-
ing of (O'Brien’s) dismissal during a time
that I informed OSU that I would not be
available. I see no reason to rush to judg-
ment and the timing of the dismissal dur-
ing a time that I was not reachable caused
additional stress and anguish for my
client,

“We believe that Coach O'Brien is an
important leader in our community and
like everyone in our community ... is enti-
tled to due process.

“T would like to stress that Kathleen
Salyers has no claim filed against Coach
O'Brien, no claim filed against OSU, and
the issues involving Coach O'Brien and
Coach Biancardi are as a result of the
Roslovies' atlorneys asking questions dur-
ing depositions and then filing those dopo-
sitions with the court.”

Lucas intimated that Salyers had been
victimized by harsh criticism from Ohio
State basketball fans and O'Brien sup-
porters, blaming her for the coach's
demise,

“0OSU fans should not be taking their
anguish out on (Salyers) but on those indi-
viduals who created this situation,” he
aaid.

Lucas stood by all of the contentions
Salyers made in her deposition,

“The facts of the case are that Boban
(Savovic) came to live with the Roslovics (a
fellow Serbian), there was an affair
between Boban and Kim Roslovic, and the
Roslovies had Boban move out of the their
home to (Salyers’) home,” he said.
“(Salyers) had no contact with Boban, or
any interest in Boban except through the
Roslovies,

“The Roslovics promised to pay
(Salyers) to keep Boban. (Salyers) could
not afford to keep an extra mouth in her
household, except for the support from the
Roslovices.”

Lucas also reiterated accusations
Salyers made about sports agents having
proximity to several OSU athletes during
the time Savovic was on the team.,

“There was involvement by Mare
Cornstein (at Pinnacle Management
Corp.)," he said, “"Reporters should check
their website at www.pinnaclehoops.com
to see all of the Serbian players that they
have under contract.”

More than 90 percent of the players
listed on the website are of Serbian
descent, Pinnacle clients also include such
former Buckeyes as Savovic, Scoome Penn
and Velimir Radinovie,

On June 22, Salyers met with NCAA
investigators looking into the matter, The
meeting took place at Ohio State and
included university officials.

In the days subsequent to that meet-
ing, Salyers began talking to members of
the medin for the first time and repeated
her claims against O'Brien and
Biancardi.

“Paul called me and told me that he
was made aware through the academic
office that Boban had a failing grade and
he would lose his scholarship and he
would be sent home,"” Salyers told The
Associated Press on June 26, “1 knew the
situation with war, conflict, whatever you
want to call it at the time"

Salyers said Biancardi told her that
Savovie would go to prison and he would
be beaten if he was sent back home to war-
torn Yugoslavia,

"He said, 'Kathleen, imagine — Boban
playing basketball in the Umted States
and he's considered a draft dodger in his
country’ It was just very frightening,”
Salyers said,

C. James Zeszutek, a Pittsburgh attor-
ney representing O'Brien and Biancardi,
later disputed Salyers' allegations,

“Neither Coach O'Brien nor Coach
Biancardi instructed, recommended, sug-
geated or even made any implication she
should talk to any professors on behalf of
Boban or any student-athlete,” he told the
AP,

Zeszutek said Biancardi was not per-
mitted to respond to charges made against
him by Salyers because of the ongoing
NCAA investigation. He also said O'Brien
had not yet been asked to meet with
NCAA investigators,

In her deposition in the civil case,
Salyers said Savovic came to Ohio State
unable to epeak or read English. She
alleges, as does Kim Roslovie in a separate
deposition, that they did clasawork for
Savovie.

Biancardi has denied he oversaw pay-
ments, grade changes or other NCAA and
university violations while a coach at Ohio
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State under O'Brien. He is currently set to
begn his second season as head coach at
Wright State alter winning Horizon
Leogue coach of the year honors in his first

year with the Raiders

Grade Change Allegations

The Columbus Dispatch was the first to
report details on the grade changea, pub-
lithing that information in & June 25
story.

Asked if Biancardi gave her a line of
talkung points with the professor, Salyers
said that he did

‘I was doing all the talking,” she said
of the meeting with the professor, whom
she declined to identify. *] don't think I
gave them much of a chance to say any-
thing. And Boban was very quiet. It was
very difficult actually because | believed
everything [ was telling (the professor) to
be the truth. He just ultimately said that
to check and the grade would be
changed.”

An F that Savovie onginally received
was reportedly changed to'a D the next
day

Salyers also said she called another
professor, whom she did not identify, and
asked for another grade change

“He was a little reluctant but ultimate-
ly did ot," she smid

Again, the grade was changed from an
F to a D, and Savovic maintained his eligi-
bility to play for the Buckeyes

Salyers smd she did not believe the pro-
fessors changed the grades because
Savovic was a basketball player, but
because of the conditions in Yugoalavia
and his status as a student that allowed
him to remain in this country.

Salyers said she was convinced O'Brien
knew of most of her actions on behall of

Wright State head coach Paul Biancardi,
caught in the middie of allegations against
the Ohio State men's basketball program,
has denled any wrongdoing while he was a
member of Jim O'Brien's stafl at OSU,

In 8 deposition in her civil lawsuit
against two Columbus residents, Kathleen
Salyers alloges several NCAA wiolations
committed by the Buckeyes during
O'Brien’s toenure, some of which were initi
oted by Biancardi, (See accompanying
story.)

“These allegotions are not true and are
not supported by fact,” Biancardi said in &
A0second stotement ha made June 20
from the Ervin J. Nutter Center, Wright
State's home arena,

“Because of the ongoing Investigation, |
cannot discuss the specific allegations that
nre made against me or the Ohio State
men's basketball program.

*I look forward and I'm excited and anx.
lous to answer all the questions and all the
allegations that ore made about me.”

Biancardi did not take sny questions
during the brief news conference, He was
accompanied by his attorney, C. James

Former OSU Assistant
Denies All Allegations

Zeszutek of Pittsburgh, who also is repre-
senting O'Brien,

Just three days after lssuing that state-
maent, however, another Columbus resident
came forward to say that he helped former
Ohio State basketball player Siobodan
*Boban® Savovic with living oxpenses and
that Biancardi knew about it.

In a story published June 23, The
Columbus Dispatch reported that Michael
Slorawski sald Biancardl “knew that Boban
was being supported by somebody ot all
times.*

Biancardi's nama is contained within
the deposition made In & civil suit Salyers
filed in August 2003 seaking $510,000 in
expenses and demages from two Ohio
State boosters, Dan and Kim Roslovic,
Salyers olleges the Roslovics falled to live
up to an agreement to pay her $1,000 a
month plus expenses In exchange for car
ing for Savovic while he played for the
Buckoyes.

Sierawski, 61, said he was speaking
about the lawsuit because his name has
been mentioned in court Nlings. He sald
that he met Savovic at Port Columbus

International Airport whan tha player arrived
for a mecruiting visit on May 3, 1008,
Slorawski sald he wanted to help Savovic
because of thelr shared Serbian heritage,

Slerawski said he ook Savovic 1o o din
ner ot St. Stevan Serbian Orthodox Church,
o function also attended by Blancardi,

| told Paul if there Is anything | can do,
let me know," Sierawskli said, He added
that the assistant coach took him up on the
offer,

Slerawski sald he arranged for Savovic
to live with the Roslovics that summer and
wrote a $500 check to Dan Roslovic,

When Ohio State's compliance office
learned of the check, they made Savovic
pay the money back, Sierawskl said.

Siorawski believes that with Salyers' fre.
quent visits to campus, 0'Brien would have
known Savovic was recelving outside sup
port,

“Kathy would take Boban to practice In
curfers. | think everybody on the team would
see her drop him off at practices,”
Sierawski said,

NCAA investigators looking into the case
have already Interviewed several Ohio State
officials as well as Salyers, When contacted
by BSB for an update on where the Invest.
gation stands, an association spokesman
= who refused to give his name — said it
was the NCAA's policy not to commaent on
ongoing investigations.

= Mark Roa

Savovie, who lived with her from June
1998 o July 2000

Asked if she knew O'Brien was aware
of everything Biancardi and she had dis-
cussed, sho said, “Firsthand knowledge, 1
don't know. I just know that Paul ... would
refer to Jim O'Brien as his boss.”

She did indicate, however, that
Biancardi made it clear he was discussing
Savovic's living arrangements and other
matters with O'Brien.

Should the NCAA find the allegations
made by Salyers to be true, Ohio State
could be stripped of every victory during

Savovics career from 1998-2002 — the
length of Savovic's career

That would include Big Ten champi-
onships in 1999 and 2000 and the 2000 Big
Ten tournament title, and the Buckeyes
would also likely have their appearance in
the 1989 Final Four voided

E Lookmg for a place to stay and entertain in the heart of all the
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'OSU football season action?
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PRIME LOCATION at 222 W. Lane Ave.
(Just West of Neil Ava]

ALL VEHICLES WELCOME- Cars, RV's, husas!
Reserved spots with full access (not blocked in) and port-a-johns on sitel
Salect spaces available with built-in seating and patio grills!

Having a gathering? Dur enclosed lot at 248 W. Lana is perfect for large groups!

| Attention Tailgaters:

|

r§ Ve

Our Executive Penthouse is the
perfect place to entertain guests!
Its 12" floor location provides
breathtaking views of Ohio
Stadium and downtown
Columbus!

Come down to campus on Fridays, avoid traffic
and stay all weekend in the middle of the action!
Everything is provided, making it easy to

entertain clients and guests!

This four-bedroom suite has a great room
luxuriously furnished with leather sofas and
includes a fully equipped kitchen and dining area.

e —————

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR THE 2004 FODTBALL SEASON! 222 W. Lane Avenue _]
CALL TODAY FOR ﬂ (Between Neil Avenue and Tutte Park)
INFORMATION 204-5551 Call 294-5551 for details!!! |
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Dismissal Catches
Ex-Players Off-Guard

By JEFI' RAPP
Nuckeye Sports Dulletin Staff Wiiler

Jim O'Brien has barely spoken pub-
licly since, and at last check, there
warent any sit-in protesits on campus
either

Mevertheless there haa been a bevy
of renction in just about all other forma
to O'Briens dismissal June & as Ohio
State head men's basketball coach

Much of the repercussion was pre-
dictable, with some fans in OBrien's
eorner and others labeling him a hypo-
critical rule-breaker. Moat, whether
they had admiration for O'Brien as a
coach or not, believed his misstep was
oo severe and that the punishment fit
the action Seventy-one percent of those
who responded to a poll on BSB's web-
site, BuckeyeSports com, smid he
deserved to be fired

Even leas aurprising but still stirning
wore the rampant testimonales by play-
oy past and present for O'Brien

* Scoonie Penn — "Our peason (in
n |aru|n,,u|um|1 league in Croatin) weont
on longer becouse we were still in the
plavolls. We had just won the champi-
onship on the road and guys were cele-
brating on the bus when [ got the call
(A friend) said, '0'Brien got fired today
because he gave Aleksandar Radojevie
6,000 a few vears back. He's out’

‘My heart just stopped. I said,
'C'mon. Be serious.’ | just couldn't
believe it. No way.

“! was just so stunned. It's complete-
ly out of churacter. I haver't seen any-
thang like this *

* Brent Dorby — “1 found out on
TV just hke everybody else 1 was
shocked

‘I talked to all of the coaches. I gave
it u couple of days to weather down a lit-
tle bit, but I made sure to talk to all of
them. Without even talking to them I
feit that there had to be something that
was not told and there was some truth
that was misging. After talking to them
I heard pretty much what I thought I
would hear®

Like Penn und & majonty of the for-
mor players, Darby called O'Hrien to
check on him

“He's hurt,” Darby said. “I think this
is o place that he's put all his heart into
I think Obie was reaily planning on fin-
istung hiw conching career here. He's
hurt — that's all I can really say — and

888 S. High St ' g1y p 4022 Broadway
(German Village) GREAT {Grovc.(.‘l'ty}
443-4570  roop! 875-7800

SERIOUS BUCKEYE FANS ON
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I feel his pain.”

+ OSU nssistant conch LaMonta
Stone — “The day after Coach (V'Brien
talked to (OSU athlotic director Andy
Geiger on April 24), he told us the same
thing. He 2aid he had given $6,000 to a
rocruit five years ago and wanted to let
s know before it got out. He told us he
had offered to resign and Andy said
thnt's not what he wanted to do right
now.

It's been tough, no doubt about it,
But you just go on and try to do the
things you are supposed to do.”

+ Michael Redd = “1 got back from
vacation {in Mexico) and | had like 40
voies mails. A lot of people wanted to
know what was guing on and | had no
clue. It's just a sad situation right now
and I'm sure the university and Coach
O'Brien will bounce back from this.”

Redd eaid he planned to call when
things died down and added he was
pleased that most people were not
shooting venom at his former coach

“I'm not hearing that. I'm hearing
positive things. The people that are fir-
ing out negative labels really don't
know Coach O'Brien personally. They
have a right to their opinion, but 1 know
he's a good man and a good-hearted
man. I'm sure he has admitted that it
was a mistake, but if he had it to do over
he would do it again. That's the type of
guy he is

“He had o great tenure here — we
won, wa did it by the book, and that's all
you ean ask for.”

* Terence Dials — “[ talked to him
one time (mnce the firing). He's doing
pretty good. It's mot easy right now,
though. He wasn't just my coach, he's
one of my friends. He's a great guy, and
I'm going to continue to have a relation-
sbip with him."

* Carlos Davis — “1 wish I could
have played all four years for him
because he brought out the best in me.
Ho let me play and he know | was going
to play hard. He let me play a lot of min-
utes because I had to play a lot of min.
utes. The one year | played for him I
enjoyed a lot,

“My reaction was shock, sndnosa, 1
still don't believs it, to tell you the
truth. | just wish there was something
that could have gotten worked out
whaere he could have stayed because |
think he helped this program.”

» Brandon Fuss-Cheatham — “It's
a shock. I remember [ was doing some

ON BROADWAY

LY!!!

¢ J.J, Sullinger -- "Its
going to be tough. It's going to
be an adjustment, but ['ve
made it before. This will be
my eighth coach in 10 years,
going way back to seventh
grade. It's going to be tough,
but we just have to deal with
it, we just have to bounce back
and show how tough we are ”

* Tony Stockman — “lt
wis a big surprise. Wa
thought everything was in
order. We thought the upcom-
ing season would go a certain
way and now we have no idea
what's going on. We don't
know what the new system s
going to be with a new coach
It's a big surprise.”

¢« locoming freshman
Matt Terwilliger - “[t's
been confusing. I'm trying to
figure out who my coach was

SHOCK AND AWE — Few would have
thought Jim O'Brien would be fired for
breaking NCAA rules, but that's exactly
what happened in early June, Former
Buckeye Michael Redd, seen here at the
MeDonald’s Summer League with former
teammate Scoonie Penn in the back-
the many who
expressed his feelings about the firing,

ground, was among

homework and one of my friends called
and said he had seen it on the ticker on
ESPN that Coach O'Brien was going to
have u press conference. | was wonder-
ing what was going on, and then we got
some calls from the coaches and stuff
about what was going to happen. To me,
it was a total shock. It eame out of
nowhere. [ didn't know anything about
it. 1 don't think anybody on the team
knew anything about it

“Coach O'Brien was a great guy and
all of us love him. He's definitely one of
the best guys I've ever known. He
always has my back and | know he has
everybody else on the team's back. 1
knew he cared for every player that he
came in contact with, He's a good guy
and I'm sad to see him go”

* Matt Marinchick — "He's a great
guy. He's n good guy to be around,
Everybody's going to miss him.

“I've been around him for four years
I know what's gone on. Everything that
I've seen and that ['ve been around has
beon up-front, upright, honest and

good

* Ricardo Billings on O'Brien
and his assistants — "They always
want to do what is in people’s best inter-
ests, They just want to help all the time
They love the players. They're willing to
do anything for us. I'll always be their
player. Anything 1 can ever do for any
one of those coaches I'll do it, regardiess
of whatever I'm doing anytime.”

CHmg MDA

and who my coach is going to
be. I'm just trying to leave
that up to the people in the
front office. I'm just getting
myself ready for the vear

“1 leve Coach O'Brien. He
was like a second dad to me
But that was one of the things
when 1 chose Ohio State,
when I was looking at my last
three schools, 1 made sure
that I chose the achool [for
more than just ope thing because you
never know wher something like this is
going to happen. 1 had to prepare for it."

¢ Incoming freshman Jamar
Butler — “It's kind of crazy. You get the
phone call at your house that the coach
is fired and you don't know what kind of
situation you're going to come into as a
freshman, so it's been kind of crazy

“I'm still going to come to Ohic State
I just have to play the way that Coach
wants me to play. O'Brien had a set for
me, what he wanted me to do, 10 | jusl
have to make another adjustment

“As long as he's a good couch, it real-
ly doesn't matter to me.”

* Matt Sylvester — “It's been con-
fusing more than anything, just not
knowing who vour coach is going o be
Dealing with the disappointiment of not
only losing & good coach in Obie but a
good friend to me, it been o pretty
taugh situation

2 "1 just approach this with a really
open mind, Whoever comes in 18 not
going to be a bad coach because Ohio
State is a big-time program and Andy
Geiger's a great athletic director and
they're not going to bring anyone in here
that's not first-ciass and a top-notch guy
and a great coach

“I'm going o look at it with open eyes,
and whoever comes in here, I'm going to
look at as if they can help me and I can
help them and try to work together "

Chris Nida contributed to this report.
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There was a funeral in Worthington,
Ohio, on June 22, only the attendants did-
n't realize it

Jim O'Brien was fired as Ohio State
basketball coach June 8 and his former
players spent the next several days deal-
ing with the loss. There was anger, hurt,
shock and despair to deal with, but also
there was therapeutic basketball to play at
the McDonald's Summer League.

Two weeks after director of athletics
Andy Geiger dropped the ax, the summer
loague showcased a match-up that fea-
tured such former OSU standouts as
Scoonie Penn, Brent Darby, Ken Johnson
and Velimir Radinovic as well as key
returnoes Terence Dials, Tony Stockman,
J.J. Sullinger and Ricardo Billings and top
newcomers Jamar Butler and Matt
Terwilliger.

Also poking around were several
roporters and one Michael Redd, who
ambled in to see his old gang.

In between games the OSU fraternity
wan evident. Penn and Redd, old running
mates who led the Buckeyes to an improb-
able Final Four appearance, embraced.
Brown shot a big smile and high-five
toward Johnson, the 611 center he used to
dump the ball into or rub off of effectively
on the pick-and-roll. The veterans greeted
Jamar and *Twig" in what amounted to a
welcoming ntual.

O'Brien, of course, would have smiled
proudly at the sight, but the ball coach is
not with us anymore. He darted ofl the day
Geiger had to swallow hard and announce
he was relieving his friend of duty. The
reason: O'Brien gave more than $6,000 to
mngnes Aleksandar Radojevic.

He did so knowing the 7-3 Radojevie
likely never would play for Ohio State,
that he would be a high NBA draft pick in
tha near future and that his widowed
mother and family in war-torn
Montenegro were in a very desperate way.
It's clear O'Brien felt & mantle of responsi-
bility for his Serbian players — which
turned out to be his downfall — especially
because few others seemed to be concerned
with their best interesta

The NCAA didn't show any concern for
Radojevic’s plight when it declared him
ineligible for Division 1 play because he
netted about $13,000 as a teenager for
playing on a club team in Yugoslavia and
gave the money to his ailing father. That
incensed O'Brien — who cited similar
instances that resulted only in susp
we and conceivably cost OSU the 2000
national championship.

Also, O'Brien showed more contempt
for Ryan Cross, Radojevic's Barton County
(Kan.) Community College coach, than any
other person I've ever seen. He was livid to
find out Cross was trying to rmlroad his
player's verbal to OSU, going so far as to
put out a statement he wrote saying
Radopevic instead was going to wait until
the spring to decide his future. After the
season opener in 1998, (Brien blasted
Cross for having his own agenda and ques-
tioning OSU's recruitment of Radojevie

Call ma o bad conch or go ahead and
question my record, but don't ever label me
as unprof al or a cheater, O'Brien
more or less said.

Ironically, the stigma of “$6,000 to a
recruit” remmins in all references to
('Brien's ouster even though he gained no
advantage and only lost money because ol
the gesture

To great believers like me in O'Brien
the man, his charncter is not tarnished at
all by this even though his judgment is. It
doesn't change the fact that he 1s & master
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Former Players Remain Loyal To O’Brien

RAPP AROUND
Jeff Rapp

hench coach, a fierce competitor, a first-
rate communicator with his players and
the media, and easily one of the most hon-
est and earing coaches in the increasingly
seedy world of major college basketball.

From the reaction of the fans, however,
it would seem O'Brien took the memories
of the 1999 Final Four, two Big Ten titles
and a league tournament championship
with him. While the public may label him
an underachiever, a bad recruiter and a
rules-breaker, his players — the OSU fam-
ily be created — don't have that view at
all.

To a man they have been adamant
about their love and support for “Coach
Obie,” and most all of them have called
him to tell him so. As you flip to page 12 of
this issue, you see their very consistent
sentiments,

One Buckeye who precedes the O'Brien
era but shares the others' is Ronnie
Stokes, the OSU bask radio analyst
who conches DSW in the summer loague.
He may have summed up the departure
best of all.

“When you get to know someone over 7
1/2 yoars, you feel for them because they're
hurting,” Stokes. “You want to hope that
it's not true but obvioualy it is true, so you
feel bad for the coach and you also feel bad
for your university,

“There's rules, obviously, but sometimes
the human emotion takes over. Based on
his comments ho said that he gave (the
money) because it was a tremendous need
and I think that decision to do that, from
hia stat ts, that outweighed the conse-

ences.

“I feel bad on both sides because, heck,
1 became a Buckeye back in 1981 and 1
love this university. I want the very best
conch that's going to represent the pro-
gram and bring out great wins and great
players. But by the same token, I feel bad
for a friend in Jim O'Brien because I know
that he's saddened by this and its an
unfortunate circumstance, Everybody's
feoling real bad right now.”

On June 22 all the gloom was masked
with hugs, handshakes and back slaps as a
group of Buckeyes hung around the gym a
little longer than normal and told a few
more stories aboul the good old days than
usual

No amount of public scorn can take
their experiences and loyaltios away.

Five-Star General?

It's o good thing the players themselves
have taken the time to eulogize their for-
mer coach since the OSU fans, many of
them admittedly fair-weathered when it
comes to basketball, didn't seem to bother
The two lackluster seasons Ohio State just
put in no doubt had something to do with
that.

But what really allowed the public to
dismiss O'Brien’s plight before his body
was even cold were the various Bobby
Knight reports that surfaced almost imme-
diately. The frenzy to bring back Bobby

roved that fans wanted to rensw some
ovel of excitoment in the program and also
that while controversial, the hiring of the
General would have the overall blessing of
the Buckeyo Nation.

Count me as being in the minority on

this one also and among the relieved to
hear Goiger would not pursue him.

I admit Knight is a larger-than-life fig-
ure. You simply can't take your eyes off the
guy when he enters or exils a room. I've
been in his presence at numerous games,
postgame pross conferences, Big Ten
media sessions and even spocial events
such as the dedication of Fred Taylor
Drive, and I've always found mysell rapt
with attention to him,

However, when the game is going on |
actually prefer watching the basketball —
you know, the competition on the floor. The
Texas Tech-Ohio State affair on Jan. 4, for
example, was a very entertaining, well.
played game, and I don't remember look-
ing over at the Sweatered Swearer more
than a couple of times,

Yes, the crowd was amped and packed
in to the rafters, Yes, the game was excit-
ing. But who's to say that kind of fever
pitch would magically sxist in Value City
Arena avery night for - several years if
Kuight were the OSU coach?

In Knight's three years at Tech, he com-
piled a very good 63-30 record but was just
25-23 in the Big 12 (a very comparable con-
ference to the Big Ten) and won just one
NCAA Tournament game. In O'Brien's last
three seasons, two of which were consid-
ered dreadful by all accounts, OSU was 65-
39, 24-24 in league play and won one
NCAA t game.

In O'Brien's first three seasons in
Columbus taking over a program more
decimated than Texas Tech's, OSU went
68-38 overall, 26-22 in the league, went to
the Final Four and tied national champion
Michigan State for the Big Ten regular-
season title, That includes O'Brien's very
rough first year of 8-22, 1-16.

Knight has not coached a team to a

league championship since 1993 and haa
not advanced to the Sweet 16 since 1994,
when he and the Hoosiers were dumped by
Boston College and a guy named Jim
O'Brien. He has won exactly three NCAA
tourney games since

Knight's all-time record and list of
achievements is incredible, to be sure, but
in the last 10 years, O'Brien simply has
been a more successful conch — and that
doesnt even take into consideration
Knight's deplorable behavior,

Before the Radajevic acandal, the only
knock anyone had on O'Brien was that hus
recruiting was lackluster and he was only
interested in bringing in “good kids." The
day after he was gone everyone waa piddy
mabout bringing m conch with the same
exact recruiting philosophies. Why do you
think Knight admires O'Brien and O'Brien
has great respect for Knight?

“Bobby Knight's a big name w the
conching business and Ohio State could
use that name to bring people to the
arena,” Redd said. *But would kids want to
come here and play for him? I don't know *

Undoubtedly Sports lllustrated would
slap a scarlot-clad Knght on its cover,
Dick Vitale would sleep in the press room
and ESPN would show up for preconfer
ence games if the General were in town.
He'd also break the all-tume victory record,
truly a hustorical achievement,

But I'm not quite sure how winning st
the same pace takes OSU's program up
soveral levels. And "creating excitement”
means what? Throwing chairs? Strangling
people? Having expletive-laden tirades in
the interview room?

Hiring Knight may have looked senm-
ble on some levels, but it certmnly n't
worth the price of an entire university's
woul.

From The Pages Of BSB

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO — 1989

Afer what athiotics director Jim Jones
termed a “thorough national search” 1o replace
departed men's basketball coach Gary
Willisms, Ohio State settied on assistant Randy
Ayars, who accopted & fveyear contract with a
base salary reported to be $75,000 for the first

Though OSU officials insisted that Ayers
was the only candidate ever offered the job, it
was widely reported that a number of candh
dates across the nation had rebuffed OSU's
advancos.

*I'm surprised that so many coaches tumed
I down,” Buckeye coaching legoend Fred Taylor
said. *It would seem to ma thare couldn't be 10
better jobs in the country than Ohio Stote.
Thote has got 10 Do SOMOLING WIDNE SOMEe-
place.”
Coach John Cooper made an addition to his
staf! as well, hring 28yearold Devid Kannady
to be O5U°s new strength and conditioning
coach,

TEN YEARS AGO — 1994
An 18.month investigation into the men's
program finally with the
NCAA out that included plac-

mur-uru;c wr‘r“ on oneyear probation
oand the loss of a single scholamhip for the
men's basketball team for the 169495 ses

son,

The investigation and subsequent penalties
resulted from 8 meeting with Cincinnatl
Woodward prospect Damaon Flint and his coach
ot a Damon’s restaurant naar the 05U campus.

*I think Randly (Ayers) has admitted a mis-
take, but | think it's all Aght o move on from
there,” alhlatic director Andy Gaiger said. “We
o lmarn and grow from owr mistokes and | have
confidence In that aspect of Randy Ayers and

every aspect that | have heard about in terms
of his reputation of that | hive experenced per:
sonally in my six weaks here.”

FIVE YEARS AGO — 1999

The men's baskatball program added two
players 10 its mix, securing a commitment from
Matt Marinchick of Hudson, Ohio, and Sean
Connolly, a standout at Providence who wis set
to transfer to OSU

On the foothall front, the news was not 50
encouraging as Rob Mumby, who hisd figured to
be a key cog along the Buckeyes' offensive ling
In 1999, lost hig eligibiity due 1o scademic aif
ficultios,

Assistant coach Mke Jacobs wos set 10
retum to the football program after pleading no
contest 10 & disorderly conduct charge in con
nection with 8 January Incident invohing his ax
wite.

ONE YEAR AGO — 2003

To the sumvisa of no one, head football
coach Jim Tressel was awarded a sivymar con
tract extengion in the wake of OSU's frst
national champonship in 34 yean

The contract, running through 2008, began
with a base salory of $1.309 milion and
topped out with » base solary of $1.871 ma
lion,

“It's obviously exciting,” Trassel saig, “it's
not something that has dominated my thinking
But | have a lot of confidence and faith in the
peopie | work for that | will be Ueated mone than
fairty *

0SU footbal! iegena Archie Griffin Joft his
post 88 @n associate athletic director o
becoma tha new president/CEC of the Ohio
Siate University Alumnl Association effective
Jon, 1, 2004 Griffin replaced longtime alumni
pssociation haad Dan Heinlen
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